Urologic and gynecologic health problems among Zimbabwean women: what is the role of poverty?
A summary of the cultural and geopolitical climate described in the companion article, "Mwatambudzeni's Short Life," is provided (Kanchense, 2007). The multiplicity and complexity of factors, as well as some of the governmental policies and attitudes that have contributed to the environment in which a young pregnant woman can so easily suffer death during childbirth are explained. Some of the root causes of poverty among Zimbabwean women are described, and the pathophysiological consequences of cultural practices, and health and social policies are explored. Recommendations for improving overall urologic health among Zimbabwean women are provided.